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Once upon a time in a city far, far away
lived a wealthy merchant who collected
beautiful things. Every spring he would
send his men out to bring back beautiful
young women to join his court of Ladies
INn Waiting. He provided everything they
could ever wish for, everything except the

freedom to return home.
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With time their beauty faded, and with it
the merchant’s interest in them. But he
did not consider himself an unkind man
for he provided a commune for the
women to retire to on the outskirts of his
estate, where they would spend their days
spinning, dying and weaving beautiful

cloth for the merchant to trade with.
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In a little fishing village many
miles to the south of the
merchant’s palace, lived an elderly
folk healer and his wife. They had
but one daughter who, by
tradition, was not allowed to learn
the healing ways, which could

only be passed on to sons.
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